George Mason PTSA - All Night Graduation Committee

Minutes of September 9, 2018 Meeting


Present:  Laurie Clark, Tina Pierce, Kathy Philpott Costa, Stephanie Oppenheimer, Jeanne Duross, Kate Nesson, Pam Crum, Marybeth Connelly, Mary Beth Mackinnon, Claudia Fiegel, Ashleigh Collins, Jen Cipriano, Bonnie Murphy, Ellen Gilmore, Carolyn Welch, Terri Nelson, Bridget Janicki, Karen Graffam, Becki Creed


1. Introduction:  Committee members introduced themselves and confirmed their positions for the 2018-2019 school year.   Laurie Clark announced that the next meeting has been changed to Tuesday, November 13th in the Mustang Café, because Winter Sports Night was moved to Nov. 14h.

2. Treasurer:  Tina Pierce, Treasurer, presented the budget that will be up for approval at the September 26, 2018 PTSA meeting.   Food and beverage and raffle prizes are higher because these were partly covered by donations in previous years.  Fall Social expenses will also increase. The ANGC (rather than the PTA) will pay insurance expenses this year and will split the cost of the website with the PTSA.  

3. Committee Reports

· Fall Social: This will be at the Duross residence on October 20 and will have a “Back-to-the-Future” theme.  Volunteers will sign up to bring food.

· Donation Letter/Communications: Committee members prepared the donation letter mailing during the meeting.  Donations are typically higher earlier in the year, so the ANGC will send the letter out this month.  The budget projects $10,000 in donations from direct mailings. 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Activities:  Laurie Clark reported on activities.  Based on feedback from last year’s party, some activities will be maintained and some will be changed.  The comedian, remote control cars, video game consoles, wrecking ball, and casino will be repeated. Giant tricycles will replace the obstacle course, the log jammer bull will be replaced with a mechanical bull, and foosball and slot machines will be added. The ANGC will contract directly with the previous activity subcontractor.   


· Prizes:  Based on feedback from the previous event, graduates will receive more raffle tickets when they arrive at the event.  Mystery prizes will be varied, and some will be extra tickets.  “Pass the Parcel,” continues to be popular and will follow live prize drawings. 

· Open Committee Positions:  The Committee still needs a Security Team Leader and someone to shadow the Chairperson.  Mary Beth Mackinnon offered to be a Food Co-Chair and will concentrate on food planning.  Help is still needed with food setup.  Karen Graffam offered to be a Registration Co-Chair.  Another Registration Co-Chair is still needed.

4. Key changes from 2018 event:  Graduation has been moved up a week and will potentially take place before state finals for spring sports.  Athletes may have sports travel obligations that conflict with the party; this issue will be discussed with coaches later in the spring.  Registration will start earlier (at 10:45), and check out will be moved from the cafeteria area to the front door.   
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
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